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Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020.  

Read on for - page 1 Five Families,  

Page 2 - Fundraising 

Page 3 - Karry’s sewing group,  

Registered charity 1174004 

Five families 
 
We continue to support five families in the 
Malvern Area. Two of these families have 
been resettled under the UK Government 
Full Community Sponsorship scheme and 
three have been resettled by Worcestershire 
County Council. Some of the adults now 
work as volunteers and are learning to drive 
in order to become increasingly 
independent. 
We all know that navigating the health 
service, transport and other aspects of life in 
the UK is often not easy and this is even 
more challenging for someone who is new 
to the UK and has who has just started to 
learn English. We aim to support families by 
carrying out tasks with, rather than for 
them, to enable them to become 
increasingly independent. Each family, with 
their agreement, has a small dedicated team 
of volunteers coordinated by a lead so that 
the families know who to contact if they 
need advice. We appreciate the way in 
which the schools which the youngsters 
attend have embraced them and the 
youngsters are all able to chat away in 
English with increasing fluency, telling us 
how much they LOVE school! 

We are delighted that all of the families are  

 
 
keen to take advantage of any opportunity 
they have to participate in community 
events and to attend concerts.  Many take 
part in regular sport and exercise classes. 
They tell us how important they find these 
activities for their mental and physical well
-being. 
We continue to enjoy lunches where we 
chat and laugh together and share 
delicious food.  
 
Allotment 

 
The allotment has seen a lot of activity this 
month. This has been a real community 
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activity, with families working hard 
together, adults and youngsters alike, to 
clear what was a waste area. We have also 
taken delivery of 3 tonnes of horse manure 
which  has been spread across the plot. 
The money raised at a Syrian Dinner last 
year for purchasing tools has been spent 
on several sets of gardening equipment 
which are being put to good use. All is 
ready now for a productive growing season 
and there will, no doubt, be excellent food 
on the table at our next picnic. 
 
 

Moving forward in 2020 
 

Malvern Welcomes hopes to apply to the 

Home Office for a third family under the 

Community Sponsorship scheme. We now 

have the required financial resources, 

thanks to various groups in Malvern who 

have worked tirelessly to raise funds.  

Funds – and fundraising 
 

We are very lucky to have Tony Vere as 
our fundraising- co-ordinator – Tony has 
considerable experience of fundraising in 
both a professional and voluntary capacity and has taken on 
the work of fundraising for Malvern Welcomes with enthusi-
asm and expertise. 
In a question and answer session Tony talked about our 
achievements and future plans: 
Q How much money do we need to raise? 
A We set ourselves a target of £16,000 for the year 2019/20 
to cover funding for our existing families and provision for 
taking a further family during 2020. 
Q Have we met this target? 

A We have raised almost £15,000 mainly from small regional charities, local churches and donations 
from individual supporters and members, which is wonderful, and we thank them all heartily. We still 
have two months before the end of the financial year and I’m hopeful we will reach our target. 
Q You talked about small regional charities – what about larger national charities? 
A Good point. Unfortunately for us, they are mostly wary of funding charities with activities replicated 
by other charities in other regions of the country. (It leads to suggestions that “if you funded them, 
why not us”?).  Large trusts also prefer to fund bricks and mortar, rather than services.   
Q So what are your plans for future fundraising? 
A In a nutshell, more of the same! I plan to continue to approach regional charities (so if anyone 
knows of any – please let us know!). I would also like to encourage members and friends to pay subs 
or donate by standing order if possible, so that we have a steady and secure basic income, which 
makes budgeting much easier. 
Thanks Tony – and of course a huge thank you to everyone who has donated to the organisation over 

the past year. We very much appreciate your support. 
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As ever, please get in touch with any comments or feedback, either through the website malvernwelcomes.org, 
our facebook page or by e mail to info@malvernwelcomes.org. 

 

 

Karry’s sewing group 
 

We’re delighted that Karry Bevan has 
recently been running a sewing group  
for any of the women who want to 
attend – it seems to be going really well.  A big thank you to Karry 
for her time and commitment. 
 
Although it tends to be arranged somewhat sporadically, people respond well and 
obviously enjoy the sessions. 
 
It started with Karry setting up a project for each meeting, but rapidly evolved and now 
the women arrive with a request to make something from fabric they have bought - or 
picking out a piece of donated fabric and creating something from it.  
 

Karry says ‘I'm amazed by their ability to make 
something without a pattern. I end up learning a lot too! 
I have to think on my feet quite a bit.’  
 
‘I think it's a good confidence booster, being able to 
meet without any set objective (other than what they 
choose to create), and quite sociable and relaxing. The 
women do seem pleased to pick up new words too that 
they might not get from a formal English lesson, such as 
"wobbly" or "fiddly".’  
 
The variety of items they have made is impressive – see 
photos!  

 


