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"A COMING TOGETHER ACROSS CULTURES UNDER THE MALVERN HILLS" 
 

After this wonderful event involving the resettled families and local people this is the feedback we re-
ceived from resettled individuals - 
“All of them love to be together, that 
makes them feel not homesick. For that 
they never turn down any invitation.”    
 
“I and all my family give you a lot of thanks 
and love and respect and all the people in 
you and Malvern with you we feel hope 
and optimism. Thank you for taking away 
the boredom and things that we went 
through before we come here. Thank you 
all love you very much.” 
 
Over five Saturday sessions children and 
adults made masks and puppets, created 
dramatic performances, drank gallons of 
coffee and consumed innumerable deli-
cious cakes! Most importantly,  friendships 
were forged by both young people and 
adults.  

The final session took the form of a grand 
celebration party in September, with some 
70 attending.  We all tried our hand at cir-
cus skills, drumming and 'wild clay'.  The 
atmosphere was joyful. 

In the words of Nigel, Minister of Lans-
downe Methodist Church, speaking to the 
families at a recent event: 
‘Having you in our church has lightened our community’ 
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A BUSY YEAR! 
 

Imagine the challenges and frustrations of navi-
gating health and benefits appointments and appli-
cations without speaking the language or under-
standing the culture – it would be confusing and 
terrifying. With our help and their own good hu-
mour, courage and perseverance the five refugee 
families now settled in Malvern are managing this 
with growing independence. The second Full Com-
munity Sponsorship family arrived in December last 
year, and we are also supporting the three families 
resettled in Malvern through Worcestershire Coun-
ty Council.  
 
They are all making excellent progress with English, 
thanks to our brilliant ESOL team, some of the 
adults are volunteering with local organisations and 
one has started a part-time job. All the children say 
they are enjoying school life, having been welcomed 
by teachers, staff and pupils. The families know that 
they can ask us for advice and assistance without 
being over-reliant on us.  
 
We hope to make an application to resettle another 
family soon, provided a suitable house is available. 
However, we mustn’t overload our extremely com-
mitted volunteer team! 

There is genuine warmth in the relationships be-
tween the resettled families and Malvern Welcomes 
volunteers. This is evident in the many social 
events, parties and picnics which we have arranged 
where we enjoy spending time together. 

 

ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL EVENTS 

We have held a number of picnic and social events 
during the summer months where we have all en-
joyed spending time together. We have feasted 
heartily on huge platters of Syrian and Iraqi food 
which made our little foil-wrapped sandwiches look 
unappetizing in contrast! These events have been 
beautifully relaxed and informal. 

During the school holidays the young people en-
joyed attending activity and sports days. There was 
also a party at the Splash, pizza-making at the Cube 
and the Mayor’s Bonanza.  

A sewing group has been established for the women 
and further sessions are in the pipeline. 

 

Does anyone have a sewing machine which they’re 

not using any more? We need more machines so 

that women from all the families can join in the 

sewing group.  If you have a machine which needs 

a new life, please contact Alison King at 

kingalison50@gmail.com  

Lansdowne Crescent Methodist Church Outreach Programme 
Malvern Welcomes is delighted that Lansdowne Church is actively supporting us. 

Lansdowne Church is planning the following events to support Malvern Welcomes.  All events take place at 
the church and are open to everyone 
 
Saturday 26th October   7.30pm    
A concert of short works by various composers, including Faure's Cantique de Jean Racine and Elgar's "From 
the Bavarian Highlands" to be given by ’The Hills Singers’ (more details soon)  
 
Saturday 16th November 10.00am “Messy Morning” Arts and Crafts for young and old 
Saturday 7th December 10.30am Coffee Morning at Lansdowne
Saturday 25th January   General Knowledge quiz 
Saturday 15th February     Social evening (or possibly afternoon?)
Saturday 28th March 2.30pm   Auction of promises 
 
More details as plans develop but please put the dates in your diary - something will happen! 
Further details from Tony Vere 01684 578222     tony.vere@btinternet.com 
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If you’re interested in books about the refugee experience - several were reviewed in the 
Guardian recently by Dina Nayeri 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/30/refugee-stories-books-exile-asylum-
further-reading  

OPEN EVENING/AGM 
  
On 14th October we held our third Open Evening/
AGM. The necessary business, including the 
election of three new trustees, was 
completed efficiently and we then listened to a very 
interesting talk from Amanda Jones, who works for 
Shropshire Refugee Support. 
 
We heard from Razan, a young Syrian woman who 
lives in Worcester, who volunteers for Malvern 
Welcomes. Razan talked very movingly about her 
experiences of fleeing her country and being a 
refugee. She also spoke about the Malvern families’ 
gratitude to Malvern Welcomes volunteers - “they 
all think you are lovely wonderful people”. 
 
We were also delighted to hear from a teacher at a 
local school about the ways in which the English 
learning and integration of young resettled people 
is being very sensitively and effectively supported 
by the school. 

 
As we are growing we are recognising that our 
membership systems are in need of some updating. 
We are lucky to have Al Hood who has agreed to be 
our Membership Secretary;  Al is keen to make sure 
he has a complete list of members and that 
everyone knows what membership means in 
practice. This is work in progress, so watch this 
space!   Meantime if anyone has a query about 
membership at this time please contact Al on 
malvernwelcomes.membership@gmail.com 
 
Finally once again a big thank you to one of our 
resettled families 
for providing the 
most gorgeous 
baklava and other 
delights. This is 
becoming a 
tradition at Open 
Evenings, and an 
excellent one it is! 

 CONCERTS 

IN MALVERN  
 
 
 
 
 

Lansdowne Church Saturday October 26th  the Hills Singers - 7.30 in aid of Malvern Welcomes  (see 

p 2) 

 

St Peters Church November 23rd, in aid of People in Motion, with two choirs Rough Diamonds and 

GR V111 Men in Harmony - more information on the St Peters events website https://sparc.church/  

 

Malvern Amnesty Group has a Halloween Ceilidh on Saturday November 2nd doors open 7.00 at The 

Cube with the Orchard Band and Ian Craigan as caller. More details from Sue Wolfendale (01684 

562804).  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/30/refugee-stories-books-exile-asylum-further-reading
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/30/refugee-stories-books-exile-asylum-further-reading
https://sparc.church/
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Malvern Welcomes’ English Language Programme 
enjoys the perfect combination of English language 
teachers who give of their time, their knowledge and 
their expertise, and students who give of their time, 
their commitment and their unrelenting enthusiasm. 
The result of this perfect combination is the 
impressive pace with which people, who arrived 
here so recently with little or no English, are already 
able to negotiate their lives – socially and practically 
– in English. 
We have twelve excellent qualified and experienced 
language teachers who have been teaching five 
families on a one-to-one and one-to-two basis in 
learners’ homes, going into schools to provide 
English language support and, over the summer, also 
teaching classes and small groups at St Joseph’s. 
Some tutors also teach on the English courses at 
Connect Through Language, which are based at the 
Eden Centre and are open to anyone wanting to 
learn English. 
In each family’s first months after settling in 
Malvern, the focus of our English teaching/learning 
programme has been the language needed for 
everyday situations associated with starting a new 

life in the UK. The topics covered include shopping, 
healthcare, getting around on public transport, 
accessing local services, talking to school staff and 
other parents etc.  
Now that children are settled in school and some 
formal English classes are available in the 
community (i.e. exam focused classes), Malvern 
Welcomes is able to adapt its English programme to 
the changing needs of each family member, 
including language preparation for training, 
volunteering, employment and the driving test. 
Friendships are forged and communities created 
through language, so we are eternally grateful to all 
our English tutors and also to all those outside of 
Malvern Welcomes, who have been providing formal 
or informal language learning opportunities. I cannot 
count the number of times that families and 
individuals have spoken of their gratitude for their 
language lessons and, increasingly, this is expressed 
in excellent English! 
 
Sharon Baker, Malvern Welcomes’ ESOL Coordinator 
 

 

This is a link to a press release from Worcestershire County Council about 
a family they have resettled in another part of the county - 
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/news/article/1919/
refugees_learning_the_language_and_enjoying_their_new_life_in_worcester
shire 

 

As ever, please get in touch with any comments or feedback, either through the website malvernwelcomes.org, 
our facebook page or by e mail to info@malvernwelcomes.org. 

English for Speakers of Other Languages 
how we help resettled families with English 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/news/article/1919/refugees_learning_the_language_and_enjoying_their_new_life_in_worcestershire
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/news/article/1919/refugees_learning_the_language_and_enjoying_their_new_life_in_worcestershire
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/news/article/1919/refugees_learning_the_language_and_enjoying_their_new_life_in_worcestershire

